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Why reproductive justice is an LGBTQ+ Pride issue

“I have tasted freedom. I will not give up 
that which I have tasted.” 

– Harvey Milk

L
ike so many others, I remain heels-
over-keister about the highest court 
in our land possibly taking away re-
productive freedoms it once protect-
ed for its citizens.

So many parts of my identity — 
perhaps most acutely the female, lesbi-
an, Jewish, anti-racist parts — feel that 
swift freefall of the rug underneath be-
ing yanked.

The face value of this reality — the 
possibility of stripping womb-carriers of 
their dignity, safety, autonomy and choice 

— is a noxious fog that numbs the mind 
and restricts visibility. And beyond that, 
in the distance, the silhouettes of ho-
mophobia and racism lurk, drumming 
their fingers awaiting their turn.

This devolution of our attempt to be 
the Greatest Country in the World has 
been weighty on my usually buoyant hope. 
What has kept me above water, though, is 
my trust in love and Harvey Milk.

—

“We will not win our rights by staying 
quietly in our closets.” 

– Harvey Milk

Like the rainbow that we queers wave 
with hard-earned pride, so many in our 
country have spectrums of color, other 
hidden truths, not visible to the naked eye.

Among Milk’s legacies was the encour-
agement of LGBTQ+ people to come out 
in their communities. “As difficult as it 
is,” he said, “you must tell your immedi-
ate family. You must tell your relatives. 
You must tell your friends, if indeed they 
are your friends. You must tell the people 
you work with. You must tell the people in 
the stores you shop in. Once they realize 
that we are indeed their children, that we 
are indeed everywhere, every myth, every 

lie, every innuendo will be destroyed once 
and all.”

That is now true of those who have had 
abortions. 

When rational thought, freedom, pov-
erty, health and racial justice seem not 
to be persuasive enough reasons to allow 
people to make choices about their bod-
ies, I think loving someone who has ben-
efitted from comprehensive reproductive 
medical care might be the thing that can. 
But only if they see our true colors. (Hi, 
Cyndi Lauper, icon girl who wants to have 
fun and who also had an abortion.)

Fortunately, people who have had abor-
tions are cracking open the doors of their 
own closets, the light is spilling onto their 
faces, and they are courageously coming 
out to expose their full humanity as good 
humans who have survived making hard 
choices. They are our friends, siblings, 
children, parents, grandmas, colleagues.

They are people we love and respect.
And they will change our fate.

—

“I’ll fight for you because I am you.”
– Harvey Milk

Reproductive justice is an issue (like all 
other human rights issues) that impacts 
each and every one of us. As Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. put it, “Injustice anywhere 
is a threat to justice everywhere.”

Whether the sex a person engages 
in will result in pleasure or pregnancy 
doesn’t matter. 

We, the “us-es” as Milk referred to all 
historically excluded and marginalized 
communities struggling for equitable be-
longing, are raising our voices.

We can scream alone or sing togeth-
er. And I’m hearing some beautiful music.

—

“Hope will never be silent.”
– Harvey Milk

My name is Marina Gomberg, I’m here 
to recruit you to my choir.

Marina Gomberg is a professional commu
nicator, a practicing optimist and a lover 
of love. She lives in Salt Lake City with her 
wife, Elenor Gomberg, and their son, Har
vey, and their dog, Mr. Noodle. You can 
reach Marina at mgomberg@sltrib.com.

MARINA 
GOMBERG

WONG MAYE-E  |  The Associated Press

Amnet Ramos, 44, and her daughter, Inaia Hernandez, 12, stand for a portrait during a protest in Manhattan on Saturday, May 14, 2022, 
in New York where generations of women came together for a protest against the U.S. Supreme Court’s anticipated ruling overturning 
Roe v. Wade. Ramos has protested since the Trump administration.
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West High student fights for transgender rights

Jay Evans is a student at West Jor-
dan High School and uses he/them 
pronouns. Daily Jay is met with on-go-
ing challenges that are fairly typical for 
most transgender students in Utah. 

“People make jokes about everything. 
They purposefully use ‘you’re gay’ as a 
joke to the point where it’s really an-
noying” Evans explains. “It’s not a safe 
place to be,” they continue, “I use a hall 
pass to go to the bathroom while every-
one else is in class. That means I use up 
all my hall passes in the first two weeks 
of school.” 

These challenges carry through to 
gym class, team sports, and other ac-
tivities where gender often separates 
the “boys” from the “girls.” Evans likes 
to stay active at school, but that’s be-
coming more difficult to do after the 
Utah Legislature voted to pass HB 11, 
banning transgender girls from play-
ing sports. 

“Everyone just wants to do what they 
love and there’s no reason to get in the 
middle of that,” said Evans referring to 
transgender students playing sports at 
school. “Get over it!” said Jay frustrat-
ingly. 

The day before the Utah Legislature 
decided to overturn the Governor Cox’s 
veto of HB11, the Utah Pride Center or-
ganized a rally at the Utah State Capi-
tol with two objectives: to protect trans 
kids and let them know they are loved 
and supported, as well as ask lawmak-
ers to vote no on HB 11. Jay Evans was 
asked to EmCee the event. 

“I just want to keep playing like the 
rest of y’all,” said Evans to a crowd of 
roughly one-thousand people attend-
ing the protest. Evans was one of many 
voices that spoke up that day of people 
just trying to survive. “It felt nice to see 
people who are straight and cis-gender, 
coming together to show support for 
trans youth.” Jay’s father, Justin Ev-
ans, was also in the crowd and could 
be heard yelling “I LOVE YOU” to a 
group of youth sitting on the south steps 
of the Capitol. He wants his son, Jay, to 
be given every opportunity at school 

like every other student. “I couldn’t be 
more proud of him for stepping out of 
his comfort zone and doing something 
he’s passionate about,” he continued, 

“He wants to do marching band, ex-
tra-curricular activities, and we sup-
port him in that. 

Support groups

While school may not be a safe space 
right now, Jay finds refuge among his 
family, friends, the schools GSA group, 
and with the youth support group at the 
Utah Pride Center. “With youth support 
group, I get a chance to vent and get ev-
erything off my chest. The other youth 
will share and connect on an emotion-
al level,” said Evans. 

The Utah Pride Center provides a 
number of different support groups in-
cluding for men, women, adult trans/
non-binary, religious trauma, sexual as-
sault trauma, seniors, youth and trans-
gender youth. These groups are very 
well attended serving 300 unique indi-
viduals in 2021 across the state of Utah. 

Adapting to COVID-19

Since the pandemic arrived in 2020, 
the Utah Pride Center was forced to 
transition into virtual mode, bringing 
support groups, as well as direct men-
tal health services and individual thera-
py sessions online. In the last two years, 

$500,000 has been directed to support 
mental health services alone. Jessica 
Dummar, Co-CEO over Legal and Op-
erations, oversees the Mental Health 
Department. 

“COVID was not easy on us,” said 
Dummar. “Apart from a lack of dona-
tions, and without a physical space, we 
had to figure out how to do programs 
virtually. Concern grew around build-
ing community without having a phys-
ical space to meet in, but staff did an 
amazing job at adjusting to the limita-
tions brought on by the pandemic, and 
now we’re able to reach more people 
than ever before,” said Dummar. 

“We assisted all clients who faced 
technology barriers, including provid-
ing laptops to several low-income se-
niors; and we provided technical train-
ing and support, as well as financial 
assistance for internet access, to those 
who needed it,” Dummar continued.

Providing mental  
health services

With improved technology, new lead-
ership, and doors open to the public 
again as of April 2022, Dummar is look-
ing forward to ramping up therapy and 
counseling with the goal of reaching an 
ever-growing population of people seek-
ing affirming mental health services. 

“We feel ready to expand our reach to 
the entire state and enabled to reach a 

significant number of LGBTQIA+ indi-
viduals who previously had little or no 
access to competent, safe, LGBTQIA+ 
affirming services, a capacity expansion 
that we will continue going forward, be-
cause it’s important that we fill this gap.” 
She continued, “As we return to in-per-
son programing, the Center is prepared 
to offer a hybrid of virtual and in-per-
son services making them more acces-
sible to the LGBTQIA+ community than 
ever before.”

Suicide prevention

At the heart of their mental health 
strategy is to continue QPR (Question, 
Persuade, &amp; Refer) Training, an ev-
idence-based gatekeeper intervention 
that trains families, peers, community 
members, and others to effectively re-
spond to people who are experiencing 
suicidal thoughts or intentions. In addi-
tion, the Utah Pride Center has a suicide 
prevention team responsible for imple-
menting specific programs including 
Survivors of Suicide Attempts (SOSA) 
and Survivors of Suicide Loss (SOSL) 
support groups. As a response to the 
pandemic, the Utah Pride Center de-
veloped Suicide Prevention Boxes to be 
mailed to LGBTQIA+ community mem-
bers and partners throughout the state. 
They contain 200 items ranging from 
information cards, bookmarks, stick-
ers, and posters all printed with state 
and national suicide prevention lifelines, 
and optional gunlocks. 

Activism

The Utah Pride Center has a long his-
tory of standing up for social justice and 
equality and plans to be a strong advo-
cate for the most vulnerable in our com-
munity. We are excited to return to our 
roots in unified protest on a regular ba-
sis, to ensure progress made over de-
cades, isn’t rolled back by discrimina-
tory political practices. 

As for Jay, they have one message 
to share to the LGBTQ+ community. 

“Stick together and help each other out. 
Be each other’s people. Stay strong. You 
are loved, you are heard, you are seen.”

By KEVIN RANDALL
For the Utah Pride Center

A D V E R T I S E M E N T



MARCH
June 3

FESTIVAL 
June 4–5

PARADE 
June 5

Passes and Tickets on Sale:  
UtahPrideCenter.org

MAY 29 – JUNE 5
14 events  |  8 days
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Utah’s most famous out, gay man 
plans to stay in Salt Lake City

After four years and more than 50 epi-
sodes of “Queer Eye,” Tan France thinks 
the show is still doing good for each epi-
sode’s “hero,” viewers and the public in 
general.

“I don’t want to be so arrogant to say 
that we have an impact on culture and 
politics,” said the longtime Utah resident, 

“but I do think we normalize and human-
ize queerness for so many people who may 
never have understood our community.”

And that may be more important than 
ever at a time when gay marriage and gay 
rights are under attack, and appear to be 
headed for a major setback in the Supreme 
Court.

“I guess the best way I can articulate 
it is this,” France said. “I’m hoping when 
[candidates] suggest that they want to take 
queer rights away, that the people who love 
us on ‘Queer Eye’ will understand why it’s 
important to vote against those people. … 
I do believe that the more we do, and ev-
ery other queer person within the public 
space does, to show that we deserve love 
and compassion and equal respect, the 
more we can encourage the regular person 
at home to think differently when they’re 
voting.”

He said he also thinks Pride is “incredi-
bly important” because “it gives us visibili-
ty. It gives us the moment to really remind 
ourselves of why we should celebrate how 
far we’ve come. Because we have come a 
very long way since I was 17, 18, which is 
only about 20 years ago.

“I love that it’s become a month. It wasn’t 
a month when I was coming up. It was a 
day at best.”

France won’t be home in Salt Lake City 
for Utah’s Pride celebrations; he’ll be in 
New Orleans filming the seventh season 
of “Queer Eye” for Netflix. The last time 
he was able to attend a celebration was 
New York Pride in 2019, when the cast of 

“Queer Eye” was on a Netflix float. “Other 
than that, we’re not released to go home,” 
he said. “I’d love to be there if I could.”

Life changing. Well,  
career changing

Just over four years ago, not much of 
anybody knew who Tan France was. He 
had fewer than 3,000 followers on Insta-
gram, and Netflix executives were hoping 
that after “Queer Eye” started streaming, 
that number would increase to at least 
10,000.

France now has more than 4 million 
Instagram followers. He is, arguably, the 
most famous out, gay person in Utah. He’s 

known around the world as the fashion guy 
on “Queer Eye.” The second season of his 
other Netflix show, “Next in Fashion,” is in 
production. He wrote a best-selling autobi-
ography. He recently hosted the fifth-sea-
son reunion of Netflix’s “Selling Sunset.” 
His documentary about colorism and skin 
bleaching, “Beauty and the Bleach,” re-
cently aired on the BBC in the U.K.

It’s pretty amazing for a guy who, not 
so long ago, hated having his picture tak-
en and who, during the first days of pro-
duction on “Queer Eye,” called his husband 
in tears, thinking he’d made “the biggest 
mistake of my life.”

“I don’t think I could have ever imagined 
how much things would change,” France 

said. “Although it’s funny. My job changed 
so much. And the things that my job af-
fects changed so much.

“But my actual life, it’s pretty much 
weirdly, probably scarily the same,” he add-
ed with a laugh. “When I’m not on the job, 
I live a life that most people would consid-
er quite normal.”

And that’s because he decided to keep 
his off-camera life as unchanged as pos-
sible. “I chose not to move to L.A. I chose 
not to move to New York,” France said. “I 
chose to keep my same friends. I chose to 
continue to love my husband as much as I 
always loved my husband. I chose to have 
a child to double down on my relationship 

TV host Tan France’s work life 
has changed a lot, but his home 
life hasn’t. Except for the baby. 

By SCOTT D. PIERCE
The Salt Lake Tribune

Please see FRANCE, NEXT PAGE

CHRISTOPHER SMITH  |  Netflix

Tan France and “hero” Brandon Mixon on an episode of “Queer Eye.”
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with him.”
When he’s not working, France is a 

homebody. About the only time he goes 
out when he’s home in Utah is to restau-
rants, and that’s when “people get really 
excitable. The question is always, ‘Oh my 
God — what are you doing here?’” France 
said. “My response is, ‘I’ve been here. This 
is my home.’”

Utahns drive more than they walk, but 
France likes to get out and walk when he’s 
working in New York. “But if I don’t have a 
cap super low, a collar super high so it cov-
ers the back of my hair, a mask on — it just 
takes me a lot longer to get to where I’m 
going because a lot of people want to say 
hello.”

He said he doesn’t want to become “a 
caricature.” And, despite his success, he 
still find its “weird to describe yourself 
as a famous person. However, ‘Queer Eye’ 
got so big, it became a global phenomenon,” 
France said. “I mean, I thought maybe the 
gays would recognize me every now and 
again in a gay bar. But it’s so much bigger 
than that.”

Best friends forever

If you’ve somehow managed not to see 
“Queer Eye” — or its 2003-07 predecessor, 
“Queer Eye for the Straight Guy” — in each 
episode, five gay guys offer love and sup-
port to a “hero,” helping him or her over-
come a variety of issues on the road to a 
better life. 

France, the fashion guy, teams up with 
personal grooming guy Jonathan Van Ness, 
interior design guy Bobby Berk, cooking 
guy Antoni Porowski, and “culture” guy 
Karamo Brown.

One of the reasons France auditioned 
for the show, despite thinking he would 
never be cast as one of the Fab Five, was 
because he hoped to make new friends. 
And that’s worked out for him. “I don’t 
want to jinx it, but it’s better than ever,” 
France said.

He and his husband, illustrator Rob 
France, are best friends with Antoni and 
his partner — in part because Antoni lives 
in New York and Tan spends a lot of time 
there, and in part because they are “so sim-
ilar. We don’t drink, we don’t smoke, and 
our partners are incredibly close. That 
makes it easier.”

Tan sees Jonathan “often, but he lives 
in Austin. So it’s difficult.” He’s close with 
Bobby and Karamo, too. “I think possibly 
Karamo got funnier than ever. … I need to 

feed off somebody. Our days are long. And 
so when somebody is just nice, that’s nice. 
But when somebody’s fun, that’s great.”

Boosting Utah

Since he started doing interviews in 
the buildup to the “Queer Eye” premiere 
in 2018, France has been one of Utah’s big-
gest boosters – to the “dismay” of some lo-
cals who “don’t want people to keep com-
ing and buying property here,” he said. 

“However, I can’t help but talk about how 
much I love Utah.”

Back in 2018, France told The Salt Lake 
Tribune that, a dozen years earlier, while 
eating in a Chili’s on 400 South in Salt 
Lake City, he decided he’d make Utah his 
home — after he’d been here for about 20 
minutes. And, he said, he’s never regret-
ted that decision.

“Some people make fun, thinking, ‘Oh, 
why would you love that place? It sounds 
so podunk,’” France said. “It’s not. I think 
it’s wonderful, I think it’s got the perfect 
balance of city and country, and I think it’s 
the most beautiful landscape in the world.”

His jobs often keep him away from the 
state for weeks, even months, at a time. 

“And every time I go back, I still feel that 
same excitement there,” he said. “It feels 
very fresh to me.”

Tan said he “finally” convinced Antoni 
and his partner to visit him in Utah earlier 

this year. “I’ve been telling them for so long 
how much I love Utah. And within the day 

… Antoni said, ‘I absolutely see why you live 
here and we want to come back and visit 
again as soon as possible.’ They absolute-
ly love it.”

Fatherhood

In June 2020, Tan became a U.S. cit-
izen. But perhaps the biggest change to 
Tan and Rob France’s lives was the birth 
of their son on July 10, 2021. Baby Ismail 
was born, via surrogate, seven weeks early 
and spent three weeks in the newborn in-
tensive care unit before he could go home, 
but he’s now a bouncing baby approaching 
his first birthday.

And fatherhood is everything Tan hoped 
it would be.

“Oh my God, yes. And so much more,” 
he said. “I have loved my husband for 14 
years now. And I thought, ‘This is the most 
I could ever possibly love a human.’ He’s 
my very best friend. He makes me laugh 
all day, every day. I thought I couldn’t 
love anything any more than I love him. 
And I’m so blessed to have a husband who 
seems to love me as much as I love him. …

“And then the baby comes along, and 
skyrockets. Ismail is the most amazing 
thing that could ever have happened in 
my life. I can’t even articulate the feelings 
I have for my son.”

France
 ≥ Continued from PREVIOUS PAGE

ILANA PANICH-LINSMAN  |  Netflix

Antoni Porowski, Tan France and Jonathan Van Ness on “Queer Eye.”

of me as a ‘straight man’,” he said. “But 
then I realized that ... nothing was 
wrong. I just needed to understand 
who I was.”

In 2020, U.S. Air Force veteran and 
transgender woman of color, Olivia Ja-
ramillo, ran as a Democrat in the Utah 
House of Representatives District 14 
race against Republican incumbent 
Karianne Lisonbee and lost.

Jaramillo said she felt compelled to 
run for office to bring more balanced 
representation to the Utah Legislature 
as a veteran, a Latina and member of 
the LGBTQ community.

“I wanted to kind of bring more voic-
es to the table,” Jaramillo said, who 
works as the director of public outreach 
for Equality Utah.

Jaramillo said Utah is more accept-
ing of queer individuals than other red 
states, like Texas or Florida, which 
have passed and proposed a series of 
laws targeting the rights of LGBTQ in-
dividuals.

“It’s something that we in Utah have 
the ability to work towards to real-
ly improve,” she said. “I am thank-
ful that here in Utah people are much 
more open-minded to seeing the diver-
sity of others, even though sometimes 
it doesn’t feel like it.”

Thoug h Uta h passed HB11 in 
March, a bill that banned transgender 
girls from competing in school sports 
matching their gender identity, Jara-
millo said she was thankful for Gov. 
Spencer Cox’s veto of the bill.

After lawmakers overrode Cox’s veto 
on HB11, Salt Lake City Mayor Erin 
Mendenhall and the City Council, in-
cluding Puy, issued a joint statement 
condemning the law and voicing their 
support for transgender people in the 
state.  Puy said he often thinks about 
how the city could better reach the 
Latino LGBTQ community, and how 
to provide affordable housing options 
for people kicked out of their family’s 
homes for being gay.

“We struggle as a government, as gov-
ernment entities to reach out to Lati-
nos, and certainly we struggle to reach 
out to Latinos that are LGBTQ,” he said.

Jaramillo said it can be difficult at 
times to find spaces or groups geared 
towards LGBTQ Latinos and wants 
that to change.

“I know there’s more of us and I want 
to find us,” she said.

Latinos
 ≥ Continued from PAGE 3
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New Research on LGBTQ Teen Suicide Rates
New Research on LGBTQ Teen Sui-

cide Rates By Newport Healthcare New 
research from the Trevor Project’s 2022 
National Survey on LGBTQ Youth Men-
tal Health underlines a consistent trend: 
Lesbian, gay, bi, and transgender teens 
are at increased risk of suicide. One of 
the most diverse surveys of LGBTQ 
youth ever conducted, the research ex-
amined LGBTQ teen suicide rates and 
protective factors among some 34,000 
LGBTQ youth, ages 13 to 24, across the 
United States. The respondents includ-
ed a high percentage (45 percent) of 
LGBTQ youth of color, and 48 percent 
were transgender or nonbinary youth. 

One of the most startling statistics: 
50 percent of LGBTQ teens (ages 13–17) 
seriously considered attempting suicide 
in the past year. And 18 percent actually 
made a suicide attempt. These LGBTQ 
suicide rates are more than twice the 
national averages among teens. Ac-
cording to the CDC, the average rate of 
teen suicide attempts among all US ad-
olescents is 18 percent, with 9 percent 
having made a suicide attempt. The 
new research sheds light on the criti-
cal importance of suicide prevention in 
LGBTQ youth. Parents, teachers, men-
tors, and policymakers must help ensure 
that LGBTQ teens receive ongoing sup-
port and access to mental healthcare re-
sources. 

Statistics on Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse Among 
LBGTQ Youth 

LGBTQ teen suicide rates and mental 
health statistics reflect the societal and 
relationship challenges that these young 
people face. According to the Nation-
al Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI), 
LGBTQ teens are six times more likely 
to experience symptoms of depression 
than the general population. Research 
shows that low family satisfaction, cy-
berbullying victimization, and unmet 
medical needs contributed to their high-
er rates of depression. 

The Trevor Project’s new survey 
found that 75 percent of LGBTQ teens 
experienced symptoms of anxiety in 

the past year, and 61 percent experi-
enced symptoms of depression. Among 
all LGBTQ youth surveyed (ages 13–24), 
82 percent wanted mental healthcare 
in the past year but 60 percent of them 
were unable to access services. 

In addition, Trevor Project statistics 
on substance abuse in LGBTQ youth 
show that they use alcohol and drugs 
at higher rates than their straight, cis-
gender peers, and these higher rates 
are directly associated with suicide 
risk. Regular prescription drug misuse 
was associated with nearly three times 
greater odds of attempting suicide, and 
regular alcohol use was associated with 
nearly 50 percent higher likelihood of 
attempting suicide. 

Why Are LGBTQ Teens 
Vulnerable to Suicide? 

All teenagers are at risk for suicide. 
But LBGTQ youth suicide rates are high-
er because their risks are compounded. 
As The Trevor Project states, “LGBTQ 
youth are not inherently prone to sui-
cide risk because of their sexual ori-
entation or gender identity but rather 
placed at higher risk because of how they 
are mistreated and stigmatized in soci-
ety.” Most profoundly, they experience 

rejection or lack of support from their 
family members much more often than 
their heterosexual peers. Nonbinary and 
transgender family rejection statistics 
are particularly striking: The 2022 sur-
vey found that fewer than one-third of 
transgender and nonbinary youth say 
they live in a gender-affirming home. 

Moreover, stigma and threats of vi-
olence from peers and society at large 
further impact their mental health and 
well-being. Data from the Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey shows that 34 percent 
of LGBTQ teens have been bullied on 
school property and 28 percent have 
experienced cyberbullying. The Trevor 
Project survey found that LGBTQ youth 
who experienced anti-LGBTQ victimiza-
tion, including being physically threats 
or harm, discrimination, or conversion 
therapy, reported more than twice the 
rate of attempting suicide in the past 
year. 

Hence, the feelings of isolation or 
“otherness” that often accompany ado-
lescence are magnified for LGBTQ teens. 
These challenges can be particularly 
overwhelming for younger adolescents. 
A 2019 study of LGBTQ teen suicide 
rates found that one out of four suicides 
(24 percent) in adolescents age 12 to 14 
were among LGBTQ youth. Researchers 

found that family problems most often 
contributed to suicides among young-
er teens. 

How to Help 

Schools and government policies can 
make a difference for LGBTQ youth. 
Youth living in states with anti-bullying 
laws that include sexual orientation and 
gender identity report less homophobic 
victimization and harassment. Schools 
with Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA) clubs 
provide a more supportive environment 
for LGBTQ youth. In addition, families 
can reach out to their doctor, a mental 
health professional, or a teen treatment 
center for advice and referrals regarding 
signs of depression, suicidal thoughts, or 
other mental health concerns. With ear-
ly assessment and treatment, successful 
outcomes are likely. 

Finally, parents of LGBTQ teens need 
to remind their children often that they 
are unconditionally loved. Research has 
consistently shown that support from 
parents and peers leads to better mental 
health, greater self-acceptance, and en-
hanced well-being among LGBTQ youth. 
As with all teenagers, feeling accepted 
and loved will make a positive impact 
on their lives, now and into the future.

BY NEWPORT HEALTHCARE

Courtesy

Fifty percent of LGBTQ teens (ages 13–17) seriously considered attempting suicide in the past year.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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How these 
diverse queens 

are changing 
Utah’s drag scene

The stage at South Salt Lake’s Dented 
Brick Distillery is an airy space decorat-
ed with exposed barrels of spirits — and 
its muted grays and tans are no match for 
the Technicolor wonders about to step into 
the light.

Backstage, one performer, dressed in a 
full bodysuit that’s yellow speckled with 
blue, white and pink paint, is trying to de-
cide on what shoes to wear. The trailing 
skirt/cape of the outfit will show them off. 
There are two choices: one boot has laces, 
the other is entirely leather. They both go 
up to the knee.

The performer, Tara Lipsyncki, asks one 
of their colleagues which one she should 
pick.

Ana Lee Kage, who’s wearing a long red 
sequined dress, gives an answer that aligns 
with a larger theme within the group: “Go 
with what makes you most comfortable.”

Around the area, there are other per-
formers, each supporting their own, care-
fully curated looks. There’s London Skies, 
dressed in a newspaper print outfit she cre-
ated from leggings at Walmart. Poppycock 
Visqueen is a vision in lilac. Sophia Azul 
has blue hair, but dons a wig with a lime 
green and black fur hat. Edgy sports a wig 
so voluminous it adds six inches to her 
height before cascading beyond her shoul-
ders. Finally, there’s Lilia Maughn, with 
winged eyeliner applied with the precision 
of an architect’s pencil.

These performers are drag queens from 
Artel Talent, a collective that hosts and 
books drag shows across the state, and 

they’re gathered together for a promo-
tional photoshoot. The makeshift dress-
ing room is full of glitter, sequins, feath-
ers, exquisitely executed makeup. There’s 
a yellow wig on the table. A box of acryl-
ic nails, too.

There’s more to this group, though, than 

glitz and glam.
In the collective’s first year, they have 

performed more than 200 shows, with 100 
different performers, at more than a doz-
en venues. It’s one of the few drag groups 
in Utah with an all-ages show. They bill 
themselves as “Utah’s largest and most 

diverse LGBTQIA+ professional perfor-
mance collective.”

Lipsyncki, who is not only a perform-
er but Artel’s president, said, “we kind of 
just grew from the little engine that could 
in Park City to what we are now: Big, 

The arts •  The collective of 
Artel Talent produces drag 
shows that highlight inclusivity. 

By PALAK JAYSWAL
The Salt Lake Tribune

Please see DRAG QUEENS, PAGE 12

Sophia Azul, left, gets help with her wig from Edgy as they prepare for a promotional 
photo shoot for the Artel Talent group on May 7.

PHOTOS BY FRANCISCO KJOLSETH  |  The Salt Lake Tribune

The Artel Talent group gathers for a promotional photo shoot at Dented Brick Distillery in South Salt Lake on May 7. From left • Tara 
Lipsyncki, Edgy, London Skies, Ana Lee Kage, Poppycock Visqueen, Sophia Azul and Lilia Maughn.
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amazing, gorgeous performers you see in 
front of you today.”

Fighting misconceptions

Utah, in spite of its conservative reputa-
tion, has a flourishing drag scene; there’s 
even a Yelp page dedicated to the top 10 
shows in Salt Lake City.

But, the queens at Artel say, there are 
misconceptions about the art form..

“Everybody has the idea in their head 
that the generic drag queen is a cisgender 
man in a wig,” London Skies said. “When 
they come across non-binary people or 
transgender entertainers, they assume 
[this], and that they can make the same 
comments.”

The queens Artel books, and the types 
of shows the company performs, are aimed 
at tearing down those misconceptions. 
Half of Artel’s performers are people of 
color, and at least 30% are trans, nonbi-
nary or gender nonconforming.

Several of Artel’s queens have been in-
volved with other shows in Utah — and 
they said they have had negative experi-
ences, such as being cut because they don’t 
fit a certain mold, or not getting paid prop-
erly.

Being a drag performer sometimes be-
comes a game of how to fit into a particular 
box. For example, Poppycock Visqueen is 
an AFAB (assigned female at birth) queen, 
and there have been people who asked her 
if what she does is really drag — because 
it doesn’t fit into the traditional notion of 
who a drag queen is.

Kage said that “drag is not a gay art, it’s 
a queer art.”

Diversity in drag

Within Utah’s drag scene, diversity is an 
issue — one that Lipsyncki took pains to 
address when starting the collective.

“When people are pushed out because 
they don’t fit a mold, which has happened 
here, and it’s continually happening here 
in Salt Lake City in the drag game, you’re 
not getting booked,” Lipsyncki said.

She said she aimed to be an ally in creat-
ing a safe space for POC queens, and asked 
Kage, Edgy and Lilia Maughn to help craft 
shows where they could be the focus.

The results were the shows “Gender…
Where?,’ which was performed by an en-
tirely trans cast, and “Melanin Rouge,” 
with a cast of queens of color.

Talking about the “Gender … Where?” 

show, Skies said that “through drag, I was 
able to understand my own gender iden-
tity and learn more about myself and the 
people in my community.”

Azul, a Latina drag queen, said “Mela-
nin Rouge” allowed her to bring out her 

“Latina-ness,” adding that “I love to be that 
stepping stone for everyone that can see a 
brown girl in the stage and be like, ‘I can 
be like her and dreams do come true.’”

“You need to see A to Z, you need to see 
all the colors because that’s what the com-
munity is about,” Skies said. “Every indi-
vidual is important, and if you have the 
guts enough to get up on stage and do what 
you do, it deserves to be f---ing seen.”

The art of drag

How do drag queens prepare to per-
form? That depends on the queen, and on 
the show.

Each show is different, and requires a 
different level of preparation. “It’s like a 
whole new character,” Kage said.

Lipsyncki said that when they are asked 

to perform a new show, the first question 
they ask the venue manager is what rat-
ing they want. They can go from tame to 
raunchy — and even have put on an all-ag-
es show, “Spill the Tea,” where they had a 
3-year-old in the audience.

It’s nice, the collective members say, to 
offer a show that queer youth can attend, 
because it gives those kids someone to look 
up to.

For some queens, the audience’s energy 
is a key factor. Some members of the col-
lective say they have seen Republican sen-
ators (none of them from Utah) in the au-
dience, as well as famous drag queens like 
Tina Burner (an alum of “RuPaul’s Drag 
Race”).

When it comes to audiences, the queens 
also have to consider their personal safety 

— and the possibility of heckling that can 
turn into hate crimes.

“People like drag shows in bars and plac-
es like that. They don’t realize what they’re 
actually doing. … They don’t think about 
the performers,” Skies said — which can 
mean inadequate dressing rooms. As a 

transgender performer, Skies said she al-
ways covers her bases, especially around 

“cisgender, white heteronormative people 
who have never gone to a show.”

A lot of the queens also make their own 
costumes, like Kage, who makes dresses 
out of unconventional materials like pa-
per or tape.

“If you’re not a sewing queen, then it’s 
fine to be a stone queen,” Azul said, refer-
ring to performers who add rhinestones to 
their outfits. Azul said. “You have to give it 
your 100%, even if you’re sweating, even 
if your eyeliner is falling off, you’re giving 
them a show to be like, ‘Oh, okay, this is 
what I came for.’”

A drag performance incorporates music, 
dance and loads of personality — all com-
bining into what the queens say is the best 
part of drag: The storytelling.

What matters most in drag, Visqueen 
said, is “that counterculture aspect of: It’s 
you, not everyone else, and it’s the owner-
ship of queerdom in that way.”

That ownership is on display at Dented 
Brick Distillery on this particular Saturday 
night. The queens are being photographed 
among the distilling vats — which are visi-
ble through a window at the entrance.

A few patrons get a glimpse of the pho-
to shoot — and see seven drag queens in 
full costume.

They are free, confident, powerful. They 
are inviting anyone who wants to visit, to 
learn about the world of Utah drag. Skies 
said anyone who accepts the invitation will 
come out the better for it.

“Drag heals,” Skies said. “It’s very ther-
apeutic.”

Drag queens
 ≥ Continued from PAGE 10

PHOTOS BY FRANCISCO KJOLSETH  |  The Salt Lake Tribune

Left • Ana Lee Kage talks about her craft alongside other members of the Artel Talent group at Dented Brick Distillery in South Salt 
Lake on May 6. Right • Poppycock Visqueen joins other members of the Artel Talent Group for a promotional photo shoot May 6.

Where to see Artel’s drag queens

I Here are the details for Artel Talent’s regularly scheduled drag shows.
Sunday Service • The Cabin, 427 Main, Park City, Sundays at 11 a.m. ; 21+ show.

Spill the Tea • Tea Zaanti, 1944 S. 1100 East, Salt Lake City, third Friday of the month, 
7 p.m.; all-ages show.
Besties Who Brunch • Redemption Bar & Grill, 3517 Maradona Dr., Herriman; once 
every two months (dates TBD); 21+ show.
(A new brunch show is set to debut, June 5, at Flanker Kitchen + Sporting Club, 6 N. 
Rio Grande St., Salt Lake City — in the Gateway. Details to be announced.)
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EVERYONE IS
WELCOME
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A gathering place for Utah LGBTQ

Any good bookstore is a sanctuary, giv-
ing customers a place to simply be and to 
get absorbed in a book — and at Under 
the Umbrella, an LGBTQ-centered store 
in downtown Salt Lake City, that idea of 
refuge takes on an added importance for 
its clientele.

“There are a lot of queer-friendly places,” 
said the store’s owner, Kaitlyn Mahoney, 
who lists off restaurants that host drag 
brunches, or the state’s few gay bars. She 
added, “I don’t think that there are other 
businesses like this one, that are a place 
that people can go that are queer-owned 
and queer-oriented.”

Under the Umbrella, launched through 
a crowdfundfunding campaign Mahoney 
started last year, is thriving in its first six 
months in business at 511 W. 200 South, 
Salt Lake City. It stands out as being one of 
the few hangouts for all of Salt Lake City’s 
LGBTQ+ population, regardless of age.

The store has grown beyond Mahoney’s 
wildest dreams, she said — and she credits 
that to the volunteers who help there, and 
the community response and the ideas ev-
eryone has brought to the store.

“In the [six] months that we’ve been 
open, there are regulars who come in ev-
ery week [or] every couple of weeks,” she 
said, with delighted astonishment.

A community LGBTQ space

Firstly, Under the Umbrella is a book-
store — one where all the books are writ-
ten by queer authors, or feature queer au-
thors and storylines. The store has fiction 
and nonfiction, graphic novels, a fantasy 
section and a children’s section.

The store’s services, however, go beyond 
just selling books.

In the back of the store, there’s a free 
gender-affirming closet, featuring all types 
of clothing and accessories — shoes, make-
up, jewelry, purses, pajamas and more. It’s 
become so popular that Mahoney has put 
up signs alerting customers that they can 
only take five items a day.

“I imagined it being something really 
small,” Mahoney said. “I bought one rack,” 

she added, using her hands to show that it 
wasn’t very big.

Mahoney said she thinks it’s beautiful 
that the closet is popular. “People have 
been really excited about this form of mu-
tual aid between queers and for queer peo-
ple,” she said.

There’s a give-and-take wall — a cork 
bulletin board, really — where “anyone 
can purchase something in the store and 
then post on the give-and-take wall that 
it’s available.”

Those taking from the wall must meet 
the criteria on the index cards that de-
scribe the items available. A message on 
a card might read “$10 gift card for some-
one who felt validated in their identity 
just by walking into Under the Umbrella 
today” or “For any trans athlete, regard-
less of age or sport. You absolutely belong! 
Take up the space you deserve, you have 
all my support.”

Some cards offer connection, like one 

listing an Instagram handle for anyone 
looking for “a friend to talk to” — or cards 
that promise dancing lessons for couples or 
a free hour of creative writing advice.

“These kinds of mutual aid aspects have 
been one of my favorite things to see grow 
in a way that I wasn’t expecting,” Mahoney 
said.

Another hidden gem in the store is a 
pen-pal writing station, geared particu-
larly toward incarcerated queer people.

“The prison system intentionally makes 
it really difficult to correspond with incar-
cerated people,” Mahoney said. “We’ve 
tried to reduce the barriers as much as 
possible,” by getting addresses and pre-
stamped envelopes, she said.

Volunteers organize a monthly queer 
speed-dating event. It varies from the tra-
ditional format, Mahoney said, because ev-
eryone meets everyone else, regardless of 
gender identity. Since everyone who par-
ticipates is also involved in a monthly book 

club, they all have something in common 
to talk about. And even if someone doesn’t 
hit it off romantically with someone, Ma-
honey said, the event is about fostering re-
lationships in all forms.

Other event ideas Mahoney is consider-
ing include tarot card readings, yoga (for 
any body type or gender identity), and 
masterclasses for trans musicians.

“If you have a queer event in mind that 
you would like to see at the store, please 
reach out,” Mahoney said, noting that 
the goal is to create a general communi-
ty space.

The power of affirmation

If Mahoney had to pick a favorite part of 
the store — a question that made her pause 
for several seconds — she’d pick the non-
fiction section, “because it has all of the 
words right there on the cover. You stand 

Under the Umbrella, a queer-
owned space, offers books  
and many other services. 

By PALAK JAYSWAL
The Salt Lake Tribune

LEAH HOGSTEN  |  The Salt Lake Tribune

Destinee Montoya, left, and Kori Anne Lucero shop at Under the Umbrella book store.

Please see BOOKSTORE, PAGE 22
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Garrett Potokar is determined to help queer 
students feel represented and safe. As Weber 
State’s first LGBTQ+ student senator, he has 
already passed two pieces of legislation to 
make it easier for students to change their 
names and identifying pronouns, and to 
provide easier access to LGBTQ+ resources. 

#EverUpwardAtWeber

For details  
and  more  

stories!

weber.edu/EverUpward
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A rainbow of Utah LGBTQ+ experience

The five people selected for the 2022 la-
bel of Ogden’s Own Distillery’s Five Hus-
bands Vodka said they were a bit appre-
hensive about meeting for the first time.

It didn’t take long before they were fin-
ishing each other’s sentences.

As Bryce Jackson, co-founder of the 
nonprofit LGBTQ+ sports league Stone-
wall Sports described it, “we were all get-
ting ready for the photo shoot at the distill-
ery,” Jackson said, “and we just …”

“Vibed!” interrupted Madazon Can-Can, 
a burlesque performer and drag king who 
bills themself as “a nonbinary transmas-
culine human.”

The other three “husbands” on this 
year’s label — chosen as role models for 
advancing LGBTQ+ equality and visibili-
ty — are Matt Easton, who in 2019 made 
headlines when he came out during his 
valedictorian speech at Brigham Young 
University; Bryan Woolley, better known 
as Chef Bryan on KUTV and KMYU; and 
Christian Harvey, also known as drag per-
former Hoe Shi Minh.

The distillery has been a longtime sup-
porter of Utah Pride, said CEO Mark Fine, 
and used to have a float in the Utah Pride 
Parade. “Many times we dressed up guys 
as the five wives in those retro 1890s cos-
tumes,” Fine said. “And then someone said, 

‘Why don’t you do a five husbands label?’ 
And we said, ‘Oh! That’s a cool idea!’”

Ogden’s Own started the Five Hus-
bands label in 2019, a variation on their 
Five Wives Vodka, whose name is a co-
medic riff on Utah’s polygamist history. 
Five Wives was introduced in 2011, and 
made national headlines in 2012 when 
the state of Idaho refused to sell the prod-
uct because they deemed the label offen-
sive. (The Five Wives label features an im-
age of the Barrison sisters, a 19th-century 
vaudeville act from Copenhagen known 
as “the wickedest girls in the world”; the 
photo showed the sisters lifting their skirts 
to reveal their bloomers — and the kittens 
they were holding over their private areas.)

The first Five Husbands’ label, in 2019, 
featured images of Ogden’s Own employ-
ees — including founder Steve Conlin. 

“We Photoshopped their face onto a sexy, 
muscular, almost naked body,” Fine said, 

“and then we took a play off the wives’ la-
bel, where instead of kittens, they would 
have a rooster.”

The idea of celebrating LGBTQ+ com-
munity heroes started in 2021.

“We were trying to drive some people to 
apply, but we wanted to keep it open, and 
let it be organic,” said Manny Garcia, the 

distillery’s marketing manager. “We were 
just excited to start using real people.”

The husbands picked for the 2022 label 
said they were a bit nervous to meet one 
another at first.

Easton, who now is working toward 
his doctorate at the University of Cali-
fornia-Berkeley, said he grew up watch-
ing Chef Bryan on TV with his mom. “My 
mom might be more excited than I am 
about this,” he said. “And I’m really excit-
ed!”

Jackson said he looked up everyone on 
social media before the first photo shoot, 
but he knew there can be a huge gap be-
tween an Instagram account and the 

Ogden’s Own Distillery chooses 
five role models for its annual 
Five Husbands Vodka label.

By STEFENE RUSSELL
The Salt Lake Tribune

RICK EGAN  |  The Salt Lake Tribune

Five LGBTQ+ heroes pictured on the 2022 label for Five Husbands Vodka, from left • Madazon Can-Can, Bryce Jackson, Matt Easton, 
Chef Bryan Woolley and Christian Harvey aka “Hoe Shi Minh.”

Please see FIVE HUSBANDS, PAGE 26

Meet the husbands

I A launch of the 2022 Five Husbands Vodka — with all five of the people on the 
label appearing in person.

Where • Ogden’s Own Distillery, 615 Stockton Way, Ogden.
When • Friday, June 10, 4 to 9 p.m.
Appearances • All five “husbands” will be available for photos and bottle signings. 
Madazon Can-Can and Ho Shi Minh will perform at the distillery’s Side Bar from 7-9.
Drinks • Special cocktails will be served at Side Bar, starting at 4 p.m.
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Here’s the lineup of events for Utah Pride Week

It’s been three years since the last full-
fledged Utah Pride Festival, so organizers 
are working to make it bigger than ever.

The parade route is longer. The festival 
space is bigger, and with more vendors and 
events.

“People are ready and excited to show 
Pride and return to pre-pandemic condi-
tions,” said Tanya Hawkins, co-CEO of the 
Utah Pride Center, which organizes the an-
nual celebration of Utah’s LGBTQ+ com-
munity.

Here is a rundown of the events of Pride 
Week, May 29 to June 5 — leading up to 
the Utah Pride Festival in Washington 
Square on June 4-5, and the Utah Pride 
Parade on June 5.

The lead-up

Drag Queen Sunday Brunch • Sun-
day, May 29, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. • Twist Bis-
tro, 32 Exchange Place, Salt Lake City • 
Full brunch menu, a variety of mimosas, 
and entertainment from Utah queens. Pa-
tio open. For 21 and older. $30, plus cash 
bar. Limited seating available.

Retro Sun-Day Dance Party • Sunday, 
May 29, 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. • The Exchange, 
32 Exchange Place, Salt Lake City • Music 
of the ‘70s, ‘80s and ‘90s. $10 cover charge, 
plus cash bar.

5K Family Fun Run • Monday, May 30, 
8-11 a.m. • Jordan Park, 1060 S. 900 West, 
Salt Lake City • A family fun run along the 
Jordan River Parkway. Full rainbow attire 
is encouraged. Free admission, or $5 with 
a runners’ bib, or $20 for bib and t-shirt.

Memorial Day Pride Picnic • Mon-
day, May 30, noon to 3 p.m., Jordan Park, 
1060 S. 900 West, Salt Lake City • Fami-
ly-friendly picnic after the 5k, with lawn 
games and party music. Bring your own 
picnic, or buy a burger or hot dog for a 
small donation. Free admission, or $5 for 
burger or hot dog, plus chips and soda or 
water.

LGBTQ+ Film Screening • Tuesday, 
May 31, 7 p.m. • Salt Lake City Library au-
ditorium, 210 E. 400 South, Salt Lake City 
• A screening of “Changing the Game,” Mi-
chael Barnett’s documentary about trans-
gender inclusion in sports. Presented in 
partnership with Damn These Heels and 
the Utah Film Center. Free.

Pride Month Flag Raising • Wednes-
day, June 1, midday (time TBD) • City Hall, 

451 S. State St., Salt Lake City • Raising the 
Pride flag over City Hall, with a proclama-
tion for Pride Month. Free.

Pride Story Garden Exhibit Opening • 
Wednesday, June 1, 6 p.m. • Salt Lake City 
Library, 210 E. 400 South, Salt Lake City • 
A mini-garden of stories, on display June 
1-17 in the City Library’s atrium. Ribbon 
cutting and punch reception for the open-
ing. Free.

Pride Interfaith Service • Thursday, 
June 2, 7 to 9 p.m. • First Baptist Church of 
Salt Lake City, 777 S. 1300 East, Salt Lake 
City • A service organized by the Utah 
Pride Interfaith Coalition. Free.

Youth Pride • Friday, June 3, 6 to 8:30 
p.m. • Washington Square, 451 S. State St., 
Salt Lake City • An outdoor dance par-
ty on the grounds of the Utah Pride Fes-
tival, open to ages 13-20. Indie rock band 
Glass Beach is the headliner; local drag art-
ists and musicians also will perform. The 
theme is “Youth Pride: We Are the Future.” 
$10.

Rainbow Rally & Glow March • Fri-
day, June 3, starting at 8:30 p.m. • Starts 
at Utah State Capitol, 350 N. State St., Salt 
Lake City, ends at Salt Lake City Library 
Plaza, 250 E. 450 South, Salt Lake City • 
A rally for equal rights for LGBTQ+ youth, 
the trans community and “the right to say 
gay in the 21st century.” Rally starts at 
8:30 p.m. at the Capitol; the march starts 

at 9:30 p.m. from the Capitol to the library 
plaza, ending at 10:30 p.m. Free.

Rainbow Glow Rooftop After Party 
• Friday, June 3, 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. • Club 
Verse, 609 S. State St., Salt Lake City • A 
21-and-older afterparty, with neon color as 
the suggested dress code. $10 cover charge, 
plus cash bar.

The festival

Saturday and Sunday, June 4 and 5 • 
1-10 p.m. Saturday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday 
• The 2022 Utah Pride Festival happens on 
Washington Square, 451 S. State St., Salt 
Lake City. Food trucks, vendors, nonprof-
it organizations, and performance stages.

Saturday’s headliners: Justin Utley, rock 
singer from Salt Lake City, at 7 p.m.; Shaed, 
indie pop trio, at 8 p.m.; DJ GSP, dance mu-
sic, at 9 p.m.

Sunday’s headliners: Saliva Sisters, 
comic singing trio from Satl Lake City, at 
2 p.m.; Mila Jam, singer and LGBTQ+ ac-
tivist, at 3 p.m.; Dev, singer/rapper, at 4 p.m.

The parade

Sunday, June 5 • The Utah Pride Parade 
starts Sunday at 10 a.m. The route begins 
at 200 South and 200 West, goes east along 
200 South, turns right at 400 East, travels 
south along 400 East, then another right at 
700 South, and continues west to the end 
point at 200 East.

Most of the parade route is within two 
blocks of Washington Square, 451 S. State 
St., Salt Lake City — the grounds for the 
Utah Pride Festival.

Premium viewing areas are at 200 
South and West Temple, 200 South and 
400 East, and 700 South and 300 East. 

They include an emcee, judges, water sta-
tion, Pride merchandise store, first aid, 
ADA seating, seating for Pride passhold-
ers, and restrooms.

Free admission to attend the parade.

Tickets

Passes
8-day pass • $125 for a rainbow pass; 

$250 for a VIP pass; with extras included. 
Go to UtahPrideCenter.org for details.

3-day pass • $75 for a rainbow pass; 
$200 for a VIP pass; with extras includ-
ed. Go to UtahPrideCenter.org for details.

Bonus packs
$40 • Youth 4-pack, good for ages 10-20, 

Saturday or Sunday.
$50 • Family 4-pack, Saturday or Sun-

day.
$60 • Friends 4-pack, Saturday or Sun-

day.
$150 • Flex 10-pack, either day.
$300 • Flex 20-pack, either day.

Individual tickets
$25 • Two-day weekend combo, good 

for both days.
$25 • One-day unicorn ticket, good for 

Saturday or Sunday, includes $10 scholar-
ship donation.

$15 • One-day adult ticket, 21 and old-
er, good for Saturday or Sunday.

$10 • One-day youth ticket, 10 to 20 
years old, good for Saturday or Sunday.

$10 • Youth Pride, 13 to 20 years old, 
good for Friday night.

Present Pride ticket or bar code to ride 
UTA bus, TRAX or FrontRunner free on 
Saturday and Sunday. (Not applicable to 
Youth Pride tickets.)

By SEAN P. MEANS
The Salt Lake Tribune

FRANCISCO KJOLSETH  |  Tribune file photo

Vayanna Kruse dances as thousands 
participate in the Utah Pride Parade in 
2019. This year’s parade, the first in three 
years, is set for June 5 in downtown SLC.

18  >  PRIDE  »  SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2022 THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE



SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2022  <<  PRIDE  <  19WWW.SLTRIB.COM H



20  >  PRIDE  »  SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2022 THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

At Iowa House, queer Utahns can be 
themselves while enjoying Sunday dinner

When Amanda Madden moved back to 
Salt Lake City at the height of the pandem-
ic after living 11 years in New York, they 
never intended to stay. That all changed 
when a simple, profound idea popped into 
their head.

“I’m just going to see if queer people will 
come to my house!” Madden, who is non-
binary, said with a giggle, “I’m going to try 
Sunday dinners!”

Together with their partner Jade 
Swayne, they took their dinner offer to 
Instagram, calling the Sunday dinner a 

“queer home experiment.” Madden and 
Swayne didn’t expect anything to really 
come of it.

To their pleasant surprise, the exact op-
posite happened. Queer and transgender 
people accepted the offer to join them at 
their home, known as Iowa House.

In Utah, where Sunday dinner is in-
grained into the culture, no other day 
seemed as appropriate to Madden and 
Swayne. Sunday dinner was something 
they felt they could reframe for a queer 
community that may have negative asso-
ciations with the practice. They wanted to 
fill their home with queer joy.

“It’s about nourishment. Both physical-
ly and emotionally,” Madden said. “We’re 
here for each other’s basic needs and re-
sources. That’s a huge part of a queer 
home.”

Nine months after launching the din-
ners, the backyard is usually packed ev-
ery Sunday evening with queer and trans 
people sharing a meal at a long picnic ta-
ble. The dinner gained enough attention 
that they had to cap the number of peo-
ple who could attend at 30 — and there’s 
a waiting list.

“I feel like that just so speaks to how big 
this [queer] community is,” Madden said, 

“and how much we are seeking to find an-
other.”

The home’s architecture and style al-
ready exude a welcoming feeling from the 

outside. But walking inside compounds 
that feeling. Madden knew it, too. They 
say the home was made to bring people 
together.

Symbolic art, like still portraits of the 
forgotten feminist icon Baroness Elsa von 
Freytag-Loringhoven, lines the stair wall. 
A retro-looking kitchen table perfectly 
parallels an antique piano directly across 
from a record player. Natural light, even 
on a gloomy day, shines through the living 

room’s big bay windows. There isn’t a sad 
house plant in sight.

However, nothing outshines the chosen 
family that gathers at Iowa House for Sun-
day dinner.

“There’s no place like this anywhere,” 
Mink Montgomery, an Iowa House at-
tendee, said.

Iowa House is an emblem, Madden said, 
that tells people “you’re not alone on this 
journey. You have a whole community 

behind you to fend off the loneliness and 
validate you’re queer exploration.”

Finding queer  
community in Utah

Ask the roughly dozen queer people who 
showed up for Sunday dinner on Mother’s 
Day to describe Iowa House, and a few 
words pop up.

An experiment in progress, the 
house is now a gathering spot 
and a nurturing community.

By SAIGE MILLER
The Salt Lake Tribune

LEAH HOGSTEN  |  The Salt Lake Tribune

Amanda Madden, right, hugs Rosa Bandeirinha during a Mother’s Day social at the Iowa House on Sunday, May 8.

Please see IOWA HOUSE, NEXT PAGE
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Family. Community. Freedom. Home. 
Growth. Future. Roots.

It was a smaller group than normal for 
the potluck dinner — but the energy is the 
same whether it’s 12 or 30 people who 
show up.

Even the introductions of new people 
are organic. People are mingling and bond-
ing with their queer peers. Everyone wears 
a name tag, with their pronouns listed. 
Conversations of all kinds drown out the 
background music. The home is constant-
ly filled with laughter and intrigue. There’s 
rarely a moment of silence. It’s apparent 
everyone cares deeply for each other.

The fluidity of the gathering is inten-
tional, Madden and Swayne said. They 
wanted to build a community that cen-
tered queer and trans people while facili-
tating a space where, both say, people could 
feel free to “come as you are.”

“We’ve seen names change. We’ve seen 
pronouns change,” Swayne said. “It’s about 
trying to create a space and have a group 
of people that accepts people however they 
show up in that moment.”

Growing up, Madden never thought 
it would be possible to have a close-knit 
queer group in Utah. They weren’t ful-
ly out as a queer nonbinary person until 
they moved to New York. Iowa House, on 
the other hand, gave them a chance to fos-
ter a new relationship with not only queer 
people but with Utah itself.

“Now I feel like I have this vast queer 
community here that is so strong and sup-
portive,” Madden said giddily. “It gives me 
butterflies to think about my kid self some-
how imagining that possibility.”

Swayne, who is Black and nonbinary, 
agrees with Madden. Teetering back and 
forth between Utah and Arizona grow-
ing up, Swayne was an active member of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints for more than a decade. It wasn’t 
until their final two years in the church 
that Swayne decided to be openly queer.

Being queer and churchgoing, Swayne 
said, “there was always this overhanging 
dread around my identity that made me 
feel some kind of way.” Since leaving the 
church, Swayne said, Iowa House has pro-
vided them the support they needed to ful-
ly embrace themselves.

“I did not expect that I would feel so sus-
tained by this community,” Swayne said. 

“It’s like a moment to just be together and 
recharge.”

Intersectionality  
and queerness

Jamera Ewing put all the states she’s 
never been to into a hat. By the luck of 
the draw, she pulled Utah. Next thing she 
knew, her bags were packed and she was 
leaving the Midwest for the desert West.

Ewing is Black, and she immediately no-
ticed how white Utah is. She was worried 
she wouldn’t find her people in Utah. She 
was even slightly skeptical of Iowa House.

“Just because it’s safe for queer people,” 
she said, “doesn’t mean it’s safe for Black 
people.”

Ewing exhaled a sigh of relief when she 
walked through the Iowa House doors and 
spotted Swayne. They connected right off 
the bat and have developed a strong friend-
ship, supporting one another’s poetry and 
other art forms.

For Ewing, Iowa House, its intersection-
al representation and comradery for com-
munity, helped solidify her desire to stay in 
Utah — for now.

Ewing’s experience is exactly what Mad-
den and Swayne set out to accomplish. 
They wanted to cultivate a space where 
queer people of color felt safe, uplifted and 
noticed. For Swayne, the creation of Iowa 
House and the community its built has al-
lotted them the ability to relax as well.

“To feel like this family is safe for so 
many parts of myself, that level of securi-
ty is absolutely transformative,” Swayne 
said. “It makes me feel safer in this state 
as me. And that’s not just my queer iden-
tity, it’s my Black identity as well.”

Mother’s Day was Cydney Caradonna’s 
second time attending Iowa House with 
her partner, Mirna Ibarra.

“This has been the first queer space that 
has made us want to come back,” Caradon-
na said, gesturing to Ibarra. “It’s three 
hours of my week where I can be my au-
thentic self.”

The first time, she wasn’t sure what to 
bring to the potluck. She opted to bring 
ingredients to make Micheladas, a toma-
to-and-beer beverage popular in Mexico. 

Being Latinx, queer and leaving a diverse 
area in California for Utah, Caradonna 
wasn’t sure how the crowd would respond 
to the drink.

“Everyone wanted to learn how to make 
the drink, and that really meant a lot to 
me,” she said. “It reminded me of back 
home, where we all partake in something 
that represents our culture together.”

Now, Caradonna says she just feels lib-
erated walking into Iowa House. It’s a feel-
ing Caradonna said can be hard to find in 
other proclaimed queer spaces.

“If you add another marginalized iden-
tity, it can become unsafe,” she said. “Peo-
ple in Utah need this, especially queer peo-
ple of color.”

Beyond the walls  
of Iowa House

Despite being a self-described extrovert, 
Sammy Walker was nervous the first time 
they waltzed into Iowa House for Sunday 

Iowa House
 ≥ Continued from PREVIOUS PAGE

LEAH HOGSTEN  |  The Salt Lake Tribune

Jade Swayne, right, talks with Sam Malone during a Mother’s Day social at the Iowa House on Sunday, May 8.

Please see IOWA HOUSE, PAGE 23



22  >  PRIDE  »  SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2022 THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

Utah’s FIRST openly gay REALTOR !  
When lenders were hesitant to loan to same sex couples 
and real estate agents were clueless how to enable same 
sex couples to buy their first home, Babs De Lay was out 
bea�ng a path for ALL LGBTQ+ people to own their own 
home without bigotry ge�ng in the way. Despite being 
fired from their first brokerage for being 
out, now 38 years later Babs has sold 
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over there and you see trans and bisexual 
and queer and gay and lesbian and asexu-
al, just right there on the covers.”

The section is full of recognizable faces: 
Billy Porter, Tan France, Elton John. All 
real people, like the customers — and all 
being completely, fully themselves.

Books, Mahoney said, are how she dis-
covered her own identity. “It’s so incred-
ibly affirming and validating to see the 
words printed and published and right 
there in front of your face,” she said. “It’s 
really powerful and something we deserve 
to have.”

A day doesn’t go by, Mahoney said, 
where she doesn’t share a good cry with a 
customer.

One time, she said, a formerly incar-
cerated transgender mother came into 
the store. “We had a book just out in our 
children’s section with a trans mom right 
on the cover,” Mahoney recalled. Then the 
mother saw the gender-affirming closet, 
and later, the pen-pal station.

“She was able to find a book for her kids 
that related to their experience, write a let-
ter to an incarcerated queer person, and 

then find a pair of pants that she could 
wear,” Mahoney said, adding that she and 
the mother cried together over the expe-
rience.

“There have been a lot of really beautiful 

experiences like that, where people just 
feel that affirming [nature] that the store 
is trying to communicate so passionately,” 
Mahoney said.

While a reporter talks to Mahoney, 

another visitor speaks up to her: “If I’d 
had a place like this bookstore growing up, 
I probably wouldn’t have gone down the 
path of drugs and other choices that I did.”

A place for all

The bookstore is more than what imme-
diately meets the eye.

Sprinkled within cubbies and display 
stands, there are pieces of queer art, cloth-
ing, stickers and pins. Pride flags of all col-
ors are available. Gay tarot cards. Prayer 
candles, with icons of characters from 

“The Golden Girls.” An entire plastic pocket 
display full of queer guides on a wide range 
of topics. Tote bags, featuring such sayings 
as “this bag holds my gay agenda.”

All in all, the store is the queer-owned, 
queer-friendly space for everyone, just as 
Mahoney intended.

In June, during Pride Month, Mahoney 
said she plans to hold activities every night 

— though the plans are still being finalized.
As one exits the store, one sees a rain-

bow-painted crate: A little free library. 
Next to it is a three-tier rolling cart, with 
free items for anyone who needs them: Lip 
balm, masks, snacks and feminine hygiene 
products. It’s one more instance of the 
bookstore giving back more than it takes.

Bookstore
 ≥ Continued from PAGE 14

LEAH HOGSTEN  |  The Salt Lake Tribune

Under the Umbrella book store owner Kaitlyn Mahoney gives a store visitor suggestions 
on buying a book for her friend.
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(385) 342-3909

LEGAL
REPRESENTATION

FOR OUR
LGBTQIA+

COMMUNITY

cbinninglaw.com/practice-areas/LGBTQIA-Support

Law firm stands 
beside LGBTQIA+ 

At the Law Office of Christoffer 
Binning, we recognize that mem-
bers of the LGBTQIA+ communi-
ty face many unique challenges in 
the everchanging legal landscape of 
Utah and the United States. 

That is why one of the core goals 
of our office is to provide assistance, 
resources, and representation to 
those who find themselves caught 
between who they are and who so-
ciety believes they should be. 

Our office is ready to provide the 
compassionate and straightforward 
counsel needed to help reduce the 
stress and anxiety that comes from 
the seemingly constant attacks from 
certain segments of society, regard-
less of the issue you are attempting 
to resolve. Contact our office today 

at 385-342-3909 for your free con-
sultation to discuss how we can help 
you through these challenging times. 

With our strategic use of technol-
ogy, we can provide quality repre-
sentation without most traditional 
law firms’ increased cost and hassle. 

The Law Office of Christoffer 
Binning has the knowledge to ad-
dress the complications that can 
often arise for members of the 
LGBTQIA+ community when deal-
ing with the courts, protecting 
and providing for their loved ones 
through comprehensive estate plan-
ning, and resolving conflicts relat-
ed to divorce, custody, support, and 
parent-time.

– Law Office of Christoffer Binning

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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dinner. They questioned if they were 
“queer enough” to join the party.

When Walker left Iowa House that 
night, they recalled, one thought raced 
through their mind: “‘What the hell? 
That was amazing.’ I didn’t know this was 
something I was missing.”

Among their many favorite things about 
Iowa House, Walker said comfort tops the 
list. They’ve noticed the transformations 
Iowa House inspired in their life.

“I can show up with a completely differ-
ent name or gender and no one cares and 
they honor that,” Walker said, pointing to 
their Panic! At The Disco t-shirt and snap-
back hat.

Iowa House was the first place Walker 
ever used they/them pronouns or toyed 
with their gender presentation. Iowa 
House gave them the confidence to pres-
ent themselves how they felt inside in oth-
er places. They publicly go by they/them 
now.

Walker says they also discovered some-
thing beyond their queer identity. “I have 

a queer family,” they said, “and I never 
thought that would happen.”

Conrad Volle stood in the dining room 
area of Iowa House wearing a flapper-style 
blouse. It’s attire Volle feels confident in.

Since attending Iowa House regular-
ly, Volle said they’ve begun experiment-
ing with their gender identity. They like 
the neutrality of they/them pronouns, and 
Iowa House is a place where they can ex-
press that without feeling questioned 
about it.

A few weeks earlier, Volle made their 
drag debut in the Iowa House living 
room. Their chosen family cheering them 
on, and Volle felt the moment was bigger 
than them.

Volle patted the sparkly beads on their 
blouse, and said, “Iowa House gives me the 
freedom to be who I want to be.”

A forever experiment

Madden and Swayne call Iowa House 
an experiment — which Swayne said 
grants them the freedom to constant-
ly “keep that hand on the pulse,” altering 
the space to accommodate the communi-
ty’s changing needs.

The goal isn’t growth, in the tradition-
al sense, says Madden and Swayne. Rath-
er, it’s for queer and trans folks to deep-
en their connection with one another and 
themselves. So far, in their eyes, Iowa 
House has succeeded.

“I feel like we’ve planted this little seed 
that is sprouting at the pace of trees,” 
Madden said. “It will grow over time, mak-
ing it feel like anything is possible.”

What sets Iowa House apart from 
conventional queer inviting places, like 
LGBTQ bars, is Madden and Swayne’s 
dedication to its community members, 
asking them what they would like to see 
the house become — and then making that 
happen.

For their introverted friends, some-
times a puzzle sits on the kitchen table as 
an escape from the chatter. Some want-
ed live music during Sunday dinner, so 
Madden and Swayne busted out the tool 
box and made a makeshift stage in the 
backyard. Once, a house regular wanted 
to teach a ballet class in the living room — 
so they cleared out the furniture to make 
room for pirouettes.

“There is not enough room in this house 
to do ballet,” Madden said, laughing. “We 

were all flying into each other and the 
wall.”

The dancer was able to find a perma-
nent space to host ballet outside Iowa 
House, and some house guests have infil-
trated the studio for queer ballet lessons.

The connections made at Iowa House 
have turned into book clubs, friendships 
and even romances — all sparked from 
the idea to welcome other queer and trans 
people in Utah into a home.

On Sundays, there’s a special seat at 
the picnic table for the queer and trans 
people who came before them who didn’t 
have the chance to proudly be their true 
self, Madden said.

“I think of all the queer magic lineage 
behind us,” Madden said. “I think of a 
family member that was probably gay and 
never got the chance to come out.”

Madden and Swayne say they don’t 
want to limit the spirit of Iowa House, 
but to make it flourish. Iowa House is for 
anybody on the rainbow. No one is gate-
keeping the concept, and it can be adapt-
ed and formatted anywhere — from Pro-
vo to Phoenix.

“The queer future we imagine,” Madden 
said, “has a place for everyone.”

Iowa House
 ≥ Continued from PAGE 21
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person who posts to it, and didn’t know 
what to expect.

Woolley said his anxious moment came 
when he had to approach his employer, 
KUTV, about being on the label, since he 
is contractually bound with them — and 
KUTV’s corporate owner, Sinclair Broad-
casting, has a national reputation for be-
ing politically conservative.

“But it was awesome. They were so excit-
ed,” he said. “The news director, when he 
found out, said, ‘We’re doing a story on this 

— get me back room photos from the shoot.’”
Harvey’s reaction was: “Oh, my God. So 

I guess I am doing something right! And it 
was honoring. We need more representa-
tion, especially for a Utah brand.”

Harvey has been suspicious about cor-
porations’ efforts to wrap themselves in 
rainbows every June. “During Pride, ev-
eryone puts on a rainbow flag, and it’s 
like ‘Congrats — we did it,’ and then it’s 
over, and everyone’s like change it back, 
right?,” Harvey said. “[Ogden’s Own’s] slo-
gan is ‘Celebrate Pride all year long.’ And 

I’m glad to be part of that. Because I’m not 
just gay in June.”

Can-Can said they didn’t initially apply 
to be one of the husbands — they emailed 
Joseph Cancilla, who does media and pho-
tography for Ogden’s Own, about mak-
ing sure the label truly represented the 
LGBTQ+ community.

“I reached out and said, ‘You need to 
include nonbinary and trans people, or 
you’re doing a disservice to the commu-
nity,’” they said. “He responded, ‘I don’t 
know whose ear you’ve been in, but we’ve 

been talking about you, and we’d love for 
you to apply.’”

When Can-Can found out they had been 
chosen as one of the husbands, “I was su-
per emotional. I really strive to be seen in 
my trans masculinity … it was really grat-
ifying, and when I got the call. I was just 
so moved, because I don’t know if there’s 
ever been a trans-human on liquor bottles.”

They added that people from the trans 
community have reached out after finding 
out about the bottle, an experience that the 
other husbands have had, too.

“People have seen us on the bottle, and 
have said, ‘How can we support this?’ My 
friend [is] throwing a party this weekend, 
and she’s like, ‘I just want to give out bot-
tles to everyone,’” Jackson said.

“Yeah. I have a long list of people that 
said that I will be in trouble if I don’t sign 
their bottles,” Harvey said. “So I’ll be car-
rying a Sharpie with me, always.”

The 2022 Five Husbands Vodka will be 
available in state liquor stores beginning 
in June, and will be available all year long, 
of course — not just during Pride. 

The back label features a QR code that 
links to videos of each husband telling 
their life story.

The five husbands have become fast 
friends, Jackson said.

“We just connected,” Jackson said. “We 
have a group chat. Madazon has helped 
out with Stonewall, at our ceremony for 
dodgeball, and that was amazing. I always 
see Hoe Chi Minh performing at Why Kiki, 
as well. 

“And Bryan’s going to cook dinner for us 
one of these days.”

Easton, who will be in Utah through the 
end of June before returning to Berkeley, 
added: “We’re definitely gonna have to play 
a lot. Because we’re husbands now. Hus-
bands are family.”

Woolley said the label is a way for these 
five LGBTQ+ champions to tell their story, 

“to let others know that you’re not alone.”
“You are important, and you are loved,” 

Woolley said. “Regardless of what people 
around you say, it doesn’t matter because 
there are others in your exact same shoes 
who have succeeded in life, and who have 
moved forward and are happy and want 
you to be happy,” Woolley said. “Every 
story that I listened to, there was truly an 
echo in there that you’re OK, you’re here, 
you’re just fine, and move forward, be hap-
py.”

Five Husbands
 ≥ Continued from PAGE 16

“
People have seen us on the 
bottle, and have said, ‘How can 
we support this?’ My friend [is] 
throwing a party this weekend, 
and she’s like, ‘I just want to 
give out bottles to everyone.’ ”

B R YC E  J A C K S O N
Co-founder of the nonprofit LGBTQ+  
sports league Stonewall Sport
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801-901-8000
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Private, Confidential and Affordable

doctorWhy is Wasatch Medical Clinic offering FREE
assessments (with ultrasound) to men struggling with 

Erectile Dysfunction?

Have you been struggling with Erectile Dysfunction? Wasatch Medical Clinic is offering a FREE exam (by a licensed medical 
doctor) to men struggling with ED. The exam INCLUDES a health history assessment AND ultrasound to check for any    
blockages in blood flow. Why would we give away something so valuable? We’re determined to fix the epidemic that is   
sweeping the country, men that have the desire to have sex but don’t have the physical capability to get an erection.   

From the Clinical Studies: 
 

“Low intensity shockwave can significantly improve ED in  patients” 
European Association of Urology 

 
“Shockwave for ED has demonstrated impressive efficacy and safety” 

Urology Times 
 

“Pressure wave therapy has shown positive long term clinical effect with 
improvement in erectile function” 

- PubMed 

flow and repair soft tissue. Finally, there is a solution for ED that 
doesn’t require needles, pills or surgery.  

It’s totally non invasive!   
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Men Struggling with  
Erectile Dysfunction! 

Our breakthrough technology is clinically proven to increase blood flow and 
repair soft tissue. Finally, there is a solution for ED that doesn’t require 

needles, pills or surgery. It’s totally non-invasive!    

Have you been struggling with Erectile Dysfunction? Wasatch Medical Clinic is offering a FREE exam (by a licensed medical 
doctor) to men struggling with ED. The exam INCLUDES a health history assessment AND ultrasound to check for any    
blockages in blood flow. Why would we give away something so valuable? We’re determined to fix the epidemic that is   
sweeping the country, men that have the desire to have sex but don’t have the physical capability to get an erection.   

Call 
801-901-8000 
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“Low intensity shockwave can significantly improve ED in  patients” 
European Association of Urology 
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“Pressure wave therapy has shown positive long term clinical effect with 
improvement in erectile function” 

- PubMed 

Our breakthrough technology is clinically proven to increase blood flow and repair soft tissue. Finally, there is a solution for ED that 

doesn’t require needles, pills or surgery.  
It’s totally non invasive!   

Why is Wasatch Medical Clinic offering FREE doctor       
assessments (with ultrasound) to men struggling with 

Erectile Dysfunction? 

You must call in the next 24 hours to be    
eligible for this offer!  Space is limited. 

Men Struggling with  
Erectile Dysfunction! 
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